Opening of the first С&A clothes store in Russia  

Late in April, specialists from ASTOR IC automated the warehouse and the first clothes store of German С&A chain. The German chain of С&A clothes stores is expanding its presence in Eastern Europe. 29 April 2005, in Mega shopping mall, Khimki, was held the inauguration of the first Russia’s store, which is at the same time the first franchising project in the history of С&A. С&A’s partner is «Russian Trade Group». For over a hundred years, C&A has been offering its customers all over Europe quality clothes at affordable prices. 460 designers are developing collections in line with the latest fashion trends and technological innovations. C&A trademark embraces 11 exclusive brands: Clockhouse, Yessica, Canda, Angelo Litrico, Baby Club, Palomino Here&There, etc. 

The new store is located on two floors with the total area of 1,400 sq. m. It features new spring-summer men’s wear, women’s wear and children’s wear collections. Designers offer to the gentle sex alluring pieces in feminine, romantic style, and to men — vintage chic and eclectics, as well as diversified stylish bright and comfortable clothes for children of all ages. The store range of products contains over 8,000 items.

As a software platform for realization of the said project, industry solution ASTOR:Retail Chain  was selected. According to Retail Sales Director Eduard Nizamutdinov, industry solution ASTOR:Retail Chain was chosen because of the possibility to  integrate the functions of centralized accounting, managing collections of clothes and administration (in particular, of distributed stores). As one of the functions, it has the opportunity of accounting by additional parameters of goods (colour gamut, size range, etc.). It was the availability of this particular function that determined the choice of the software, since lines of clothes sold are quite expansive, and every style is necessarily supplied in various colours, sizes, etc. Realisation in the solution of the product mix hierarchic structure (the goods have many nesting levels) adequately met the basic requirements.

The centralized architecture of the information centre being used (through a module centre) provides for the necessary consolidation and coordination of administering heterogeneous store chains, simultaneously cutting administrative staff costs. 

Specialists from ASTOR IC carried out developments to allow for accounting of additional features of goods. 3 POS terminals  NCR RealPOS 30 are  installed in the store. The full scope of works took 8 days and included installation of system software, installation and adjustment of specialty shop equipment, start-up and commissioning and personnel training.  

ASTOR:Retail Chain provides users with full scope of accounting data and information on retail outlet performance for the purposes of administrative, business and fiscal accounting, a set of methods and functions to assess the performance results of the retail chain as a whole. 

